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ALICE: A GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT
ALICE — an acronym for Asset L Income C E
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
In 2017, 1,856,785 households in Pennsylvania — 37 percent — could not afford basic needs such as 
housing, child care, food, transportation, health care, and technology. 

ALICE, an acronym for Asset L
Income C E

Household Survival Budget 
the ALICE Threshold

•	 The extent of hardship: 

•	 The basic cost of living:

•	 Jobs: 

•	 The role of public assistance: 

other budget areas. 
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•	 Emerging trends:

•	 The Changing American Household

•	 Increasing Vulnerability of Workers 

•	 Growing Health Inequality

GLOSSARY
ALICE is an acronym that stands for Asset L Income C E

The Household Survival Budget

The ALICE Threshold 

The Household Stability Budget 

The ALICE Income Assessment 
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AT-A-GLANCE: PENNSYLVANIA
2017 Point-in-Time Data

Population: |  Number of Counties: |  Number of Households:

How many households are struggling? 
ALICE, an acronym for Asset L Income 
C E

How much does ALICE earn?

What does it cost to afford 
the basic necessities?

 Household Survival Budget, Pennsylvania Average, 2017

SINGLE ADULT 2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT, 1 PRESCHOOLER
Monthly Costs
 Housing
 Child Care
 Food
 Transportation
 Health Care
 Technology
 Miscellaneous
 Taxes
Monthly Total
ANNUAL TOTAL
Hourly Wage* $10.38 $29.67

*Full-time wage required to support this budget

13%
 

24%

 

63%

 

Poverty
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Above ALICE
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Pennsylvania Counties, 2017

COUNTY
TOTAL 

HOUSEHOLDS
PERCENT ALICE 

& POVERTY
Adams

Allegheny

Armstrong

Beaver

Bedford

Berks

Blair

Bradford

Bucks

Butler

Cambria

Cameron

Carbon

Centre

Chester

Clarion

Clearfield

Clinton

Columbia

Crawford

Cumberland

Dauphin

Delaware

Elk

Erie

Fayette

Forest

Franklin

Fulton

Greene

Huntingdon

Indiana

Jefferson

Juniata

Pennsylvania Counties, 2017

COUNTY
TOTAL 

HOUSEHOLDS
PERCENT ALICE 

& POVERTY
Lackawanna

Lancaster

Lawrence

Lebanon

Lehigh

Luzerne

Lycoming

McKean

Mercer

Mifflin

Monroe

Montgomery

Montour

Northampton

Northumberland

Perry

Philadelphia

Pike

Potter

Schuylkill

Snyder

Somerset

Sullivan

Susquehanna

Tioga

Union

Venango

Warren

Washington

Wayne

Westmoreland

Wyoming

York

Sources: Point-in-Time Data: American Community Survey, 2017. ALICE Demographics: American Community Survey, 2017; the ALICE Threshold, 
2017. Wages: BLS, 2017—Occupational Employment Statistics. Budget: BLS, 2017—Consumer Expenditure Surveys; Consumer Reports, 2017—Best 
Low-Cost Cell-Phone; HUD, 2017—Fair Market Rents; IRS, 2017—SOI Tax Stats; Office of Child Development and Early Learning, 2018; Tax Foundation, 
2017, 2018; USDA, 2017—Official USDA Food Plans 
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Household Stability Budget

Where does ALICE work?

How much do ALICE households save and borrow?

investments. 

How much assistance is necessary to reach the ALICE Threshold?

The ALICE Income Assessment

need in most budget categories.

What are the housing and community conditions for ALICE households in 
Pennsylvania?

Conclusion and Next Steps



http://UWP.org/ALICE
http://UWP.org/ALICE
http://UnitedForALICE.org/methodology
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I. WHO IS STRUGGLING IN PENNSYLVANIA?
Measure 1 – The ALICE Threshold

AT-A-GLANCE: SECTION I
•	 ALICE — Asset L Income C E

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

 



10 PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

The Federal Poverty Level, developed in 1965, 
is no longer a realistic measure of financial 
hardship in households across each county 
in the United States.”

“
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Figure 1. 
Household Income, Pennsylvania, 2017

ALICE
1,216,446 Households

24%

Poverty
640,339 Households

13%

Above ALICE Threshold 
3,172,434 Households

63%

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; ALICE Threshold, 2017. For the Methodology Overview, visit our website: UnitedForALICE.org/methodology.

ALICE OVER TIME

•	 Poverty: 

http://UnitedForALICE.org/methodology
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•	 ALICE: 

Figure 2. 
Household Income, Pennsylvania, 2007 to 2017

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000
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ALICEPoverty Above ALICE Threshold

12%

22%

66%

4,845,417

2007

13%

25%

62%

4,939,088

2010

13%

25%

62%

4,950,611

2014

13%

24%

63%

5,029,219

2017

Sources: American Community Survey, 2007–2017; ALICE Threshold, 2007–2017. For the Methodology Overview and additional data, visit our website: 
UnitedForALICE.org.

WHERE DOES ALICE LIVE?

http://UnitedForALICE.org
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ALICE Breakdown Within Counties

Most (75 percent) of Pennsylvania’s 2,408 county subdivisions have more than 30 percent of 
households living on an income below the ALICE Threshold.

Figure 4. 
Percent of Households Below the ALICE Threshold by County Subdivision, Pennsylvania, 2017

3% 74%

Scranton
Pittsburgh

Philadelphia

Erie

Allentown

Percent Below ALICE Threshold

Harrisburg Lancaster

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; ALICE Threshold, 2017

http://UWP.org/ALICE
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ALICE by Towns and Cities 

Figure 5.  
Households Below the ALICE Threshold, Largest Cities and Towns in Pennsylvania, 2017

 Largest Cities
and Towns

(Above 15,000 Households)

 Number of Households
2017

 Percent of Households Below 
ALICE Threshold 2017

Philadelphia

Pittsburgh

Allentown

Erie

Scranton

Reading

Bethlehem

Lancaster

Harrisburg

Altoona

Levittown

York

Wilkes-Barre

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; ALICE Threshold, 2017. For additional data, visit uwp.org/ALICE

ALICE DEMOGRAPHICS
ALICE households vary in size and makeup; there is no typical configuration. Contrary to some 

http://UWP.org/ALICE
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Millennials: 

Aging Population:

Households by Race/Ethnicity

Many senior households continue to 
work, and although some work by choice, 
others are forced to do so in order to 
stay out of poverty.”

“
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Figure 8. 
Households Below ALICE Threshold by Race/Ethnicity, Pennsylvania, 2017

Below ALICE Threshold = 1.86 Million Households 

White
74%

Black
15%

Hispanic
8%

Asian
3%

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; ALICE Threshold, 2017

THE AMERICAN HOUSEHOLD IS CHANGING

Single or Cohabiting Adults
S



22 PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

Figure 9. 
Household Types by Income, Pennsylvania, 2017 
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2,359 

Single or Cohabiting
(no children under 18)

15%

17%

68%

1,258 

Families With
Children 

10%

33%

57%

1,413 

65 and Over

ALICE Above ALICE ThresholdPoverty Total Households

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; ALICE Threshold, 2017

Families With Children
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Of Pennsylvania’s 1,257,829 families with children, 398,762 (32 percent) had income below the ALICE 
Threshold in 2017 (Figure 9).

Figure 10. 
Families With Children, by Income, Pennsylvania, 2017
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Above ALICE ThresholdALICEPoverty Total Households

Families With Children Below ALICE Threshold  = 398,762

5%
9%

86%

852 

Married

41%

33%

26%

299 

19%

33%

48%

107 

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; ALICE Threshold, 2017

Married-Parent Families 

Single-Female-Headed Families 
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Single-Male-Headed Families 

Figure 11. 
Households Below ALICE Threshold by Type of Household, Pennsylvania, 2017

Single or Cohabiting
46%

Seniors
32%

Single-
Female-Headed

12%

Married
7%

Single-
Male-Headed

3%

Households Below ALICE Threshold = 1,856,785

Fa
m

ili
es

 W
ith
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hi

ld
re

n

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; ALICE Threshold, 2017

Additional Risk Factors for Being ALICE

in Section III.
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II.	HOW COSTLY IS IT TO LIVE IN 
PENNSYLVANIA?

Measure 2 – The Household Budget: Survival vs. Stability

AT A GLANCE: SECTION II
The Household Survival Budget 

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

center.  

The Household Stability Budget

•	

•	

•	
 

 

Household Survival Budget

Household Stability Budget,
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THE HOUSEHOLD SURVIVAL BUDGET

.

Figure 12. 
Household Survival Budget, Pennsylvania Average, 2017 

 Household Survival Budget, Pennsylvania Average,  2017

SINGLE ADULT
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT, 

1 PRESCHOOLER
Monthly Costs
 Housing
 Child Care
 Food
 Transportation
 Health Care
 Technology
 Miscellaneous
 Taxes
Monthly Total
ANNUAL TOTAL
Hourly Wage* $10.38 $29.67

*Full-time wage needed to support this budget 
 
Sources: BLS, 2017—Consumer Expenditure Surveys; Consumer Reports, 2017—Best Low-Cost Cell-Phone; HUD, 2017—Fair Market Rents; IRS, 2017—SOI Tax 
Stats; Office of Child Development and Early Learning, 2018; Tax Foundation, 2017, 2018; USDA, 2017—Official USDA Food Plans. For the Methodology Overview 
and additional data, visit our website: UnitedForALICE.org.

http://UWP.org/ALICE
http://UnitedForALICE.org
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SURVIVAL BUDGET COMPONENTS
 

Housing

Child Care

Food

Transportation
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Health Care

Technology

Taxes

Medicare taxes. These rates 

and state deductions and 

Miscellaneous
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.

Figure 13. 
Household Survival Budget, Family of Four, Pennsylvania Counties, 2017 

$49,836 $78,720
Annual Budget

Scranton
Pittsburgh

Philadelphia

Erie

Allentown

Harrisburg

Sources:  BLS, 2017—Consumer Expenditure Surveys; Consumer Reports, 2017—Best Low-Cost Cell-Phone; HUD, 2017—Fair Market Rents; IRS, 2017—
SOI Tax Stats; Office of Child Development and Early Learning, 2018; Tax Foundation, 2017, 2018; USDA, 2017—Official USDA Food Plans

Housing

th

http://UWP.org/ALICE
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Child Care

Food
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Taxes

th

What is Missing From the Household Survival Budget?

basic categories.
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COST OF LIVING FOR SENIORS

•	 Adult day care:
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•	 Assisted living: 

•	 Nursing home care: 

 
 

Figure 14. 
Comparison of Senior Budgets for a Single Adult, Pennsylvania, 2017

 

$111,324 

 

 

$41,400 

 

 
$39,204 

 

 
$23,088 

 

 $20,760  

 
$16,848 

 

 

$12,060 

 

 $0  $20,000  $40,000  $60,000  $80,000  $100,000  $120,000

Nursing Home

Assisted Living Facility

Elder Index + Adult Day Care

Elder Index

Household Survival Budget

Social Security

FPL

Annual Cost 

 

Sources: ALICE Household Survival Budget, 2017; Genworth, 2017—Assisted Living; Genworth, 2017—Most and Least Expensive States; Mutchler, Li, & Xu, 
2016; Social Security Administration, 2017; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 2017—Poverty Guidelines
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THE HOUSEHOLD STABILITY BUDGET
Household Stability Budget 

. 

Figure 15. 
Average Household Stability Budget, Pennsylvania, 2017

Pennsylvania Average, 2017

SINGLE ADULT
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT, 

1 PRESCHOOLER

Monthly Costs

   Housing

   Child Care

   Food

   Transportation

   Health Care

   Technology

   Savings

   Miscellaneous

   Taxes

Monthly Total

ANNUAL TOTAL $34,968 $99,360

Hourly Wage* $17.48 $49.68

*Full-time wage needed to support this budget 
 
Sources: BLS, 2017—Consumer Expenditure Surveys; Consumer Reports, 2017—Best Low-Cost Cell-Phone; HUD, 2017—Fair Market Rents; IRS, 2016—
Individual Income; IRS, 2017—SOI Tax Stats; Office of Child Development and Early Learning, 2018; Tax Foundation, 2017, 2018; Telogical Systems, 2016; 
USDA, 2017—Official USDA Food Plans. For the Methodology Overview and additional data, visit our website: UnitedForALICE.org. 

http://UWP.org/ALICE
http://UnitedForALICE.org
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•	 Housing

of four. 

•	 Child care

•	 Food

•	 Transportation 

•	 Health Care 

•	 Technology 

•	 Savings

•	 Miscellaneous
categories. 

•	 Taxes 

HOW DOES THE SURVIVAL BUDGET COMPARE?
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Figure 16. 
Comparison of Household Budgets, Family of Four, Adams County, Pennsylvania, 2017 

1,204 

940 

940 

874 

1,458 

1,506 

1,103 

1,067 

1,174 

875 

854 

604 

1,046 

1,281 

804 

636 

801 

1,763 

536 

596 

129 

75 

581 581 

732 

1,634 

1,225 

659 

$0 $2,000 $4,000

Monthly Costs

$6,000 $8,000 $10,000

ALICE Stability

EPI

MIT

ALICE Survival

FPL $24,600 

$57,252 

$99,862 

$103,296 

$64,602 

43
4

48
8

2,050

48
5

Housing Child Care Food Transportation Health Care Technology Savings Miscellaneous Taxes

Sources: ALICE Household Survival and Stability Budget, 2017; Economic Policy Institute, 2018—Family Budget Calculator; MIT, 2018 
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Figure 17.
Comparison of Household Budgets by Category, Pennsylvania, 2017

Budget 
Category 

Household Survival 
Budget

MIT Living Wage 
Calculator

EPI Family Budget 
Calculator

Household 
Stability Budget

OBJECTIVE
economy

secure yet modest 

Year

th rent th th

and a moderate house 

for an infant and a 

infant care

care in metro area or 

infant care

center for an infant and a 

data one car

drugs costs

None basic home internet 
service

Cost overruns 

None None None

 
Sources: ALICE Methodology Overview, 2018 (available at UnitedForALICE.org/methodology); Economic Policy Institute, 2018—Family Budget Calculator; 
Glasmeier & Nadeau, 2017; Gould, Mokhiber, & Bryant, 2018 
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http://UnitedForALICE.org/methodology
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III.	ALICE IN THE WORKFORCE

AT A GLANCE: SECTION III
•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

 

 

•	

•	

•	
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THE EMPLOYMENT LANDSCAPE IN PENNSYLVANIA

Figure 18. 
Labor Status, Population 16 and Over, Pennsylvania, 2017

3%
Part-Time Salary

3%
Unemployed

  23%
Full-Time

Salary

 24%
Full-Time

Hourly

 10%
Part-Time

Hourly
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

20%
Not in Labor 

Force

 
 

17%
Retired  

0 2,000,000 4,000,000 6,000,000 8,000,000 10,000,000 12,000,000

Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, 2017—Total Wage and Salary Workers  
 
Note: Data for full- and part-time jobs is only available at the national level; these national rates (51 percent of full-time workers paid hourly and 75 percent of 
part-time workers paid hourly) have been applied to the total Pennsylvania workforce to calculate the breakdown shown in this figure.

Even more striking is the number of workers who are paid by the hour, rather than having a regular 
salary.
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These statistics help explain why having a job, even full time, does not guarantee sufficient income to 
support a household. 

Figure 19. 
Workers Paid Hourly and Salary Wages, Pennsylvania, 2007 to 2017

56%

44%

35%

40%

45%

50%

55%

60%

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Pe
rc

en
t o

f W
or

ke
rs

SalaryHourly Paid

Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017—Labor Force Statistics; Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, 2017—Total Wage and Salary Workers 
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•	 Underemployment: 

•	 Self-employment: 

•	 Non-employer firms: 

•	 Two jobs: 

WHERE DOES ALICE WORK?

59 percent of jobs in the state pay less 
than $20 per hour, with more than half of those paying between $10 and $15 per hour 
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Figure 20. 
Number of Jobs by Hourly Wage, Pennsylvania, 2017
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017—Occupational Employment Statistics
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Figure 21. 
Occupations by Employment and Wage, Pennsylvania, 2017

Occupation Number
of Jobs 

Median 
Hourly Wage

Retail Salespersons

Office Clerks

Food Prep, Including Fast Food

Cashiers

Registered Nurses

Laborers and Movers, Hand

Customer Service Representatives

Personal Care Aides

Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

Waiters and Waitresses

Stock Clerks and Order Fillers

Janitors and Cleaners

Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

General and Operations Managers

Nursing Assistants

First-Line Supervisors of Office Workers

Sales Representatives

Maintenance and Repair Workers

Bookkeeping and Auditing Clerks

Elementary School Teachers

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017—Occupational Employment Statistics

These jobs fall short of meeting the family Household Survival 
Budget by more than $37,000 per year. 







47PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

Size of Business

Figure 24. 
Private-Sector Employment by Firm Size With Average Annual Wage, Pennsylvania, 2017
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017—Quarterly Workforce Indicators
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Men in Pennsylvania earn at least 21 percent more than 
women across all educational levels and as much as 75 percent more for those with less than a 
high school diploma 

Figure 27. 
Median Annual Earnings by Education and Gender, Pennsylvania, 2017
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21% Gap
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54% Gap
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Source: American Community Survey, 2017
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Race and Ethnicity

Figure 28. 
Median Earnings and Unemployment for Asian, White, Black, and Hispanic Workers, Pennsylvania, 2017
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Education

Figure 29. 
Education Attainment and Median Annual Earnings, Pennsylvania, 2017
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Limited English-speaking immigrants: 

Younger Combat Veterans

Formerly Incarcerated People
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Caregiving

Child Care

Transportation

College

•	 More undergraduates are working:

•	 Pennsylvania students are taking on significant debt: 
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•	 Students experience food and housing insecurity: 

•	 Graduating students face the challenge of future hardship: 
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Figure 31. 
Off-Campus College Students, by Municipality, Pennsylvania, 2017

City Fall 2017 
Enrollment

Percent 
Living Off-

Campus

Percent 
of City 

Population

Percent 
Financial 

Aid

Percent 
Under-25 

Households 
Below ALICE 

Threshold 
(BAT) 

Percent of 
Total BAT 

Households 
Under 25 
Years Old

Allentown (7)

Bloomsburg

California

Clarion

Dallas

Doylestown

East Stroudsburg

Edinboro

Erie (7)

Glenside

Indiana

Kutztown

Lock Haven

Loretto

Media

Middletown

Millersville

Philadelphia (35)

Pittsburgh (29)

Reading (6)

Shippensburg

Slippery Rock

University Park/ 
State College

West Chester

Williamsport

Sources: American Community Survey, 2018; National Center for Education Statistics, 2018; The College Board, 2019; U.S. News & World Report, 2019

Note: When there is more than one college in a town, the number of colleges is in parentheses.
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IV.	 BEYOND INCOME: SAVINGS, ASSETS, AND 
ACCESS TO CREDIT

AT A GLANCE: SECTION IV
•	

•	

•	

their homes. 

•	

•	

•	
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ASSETS

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

The median net worth of all U.S. households 
was $97,300 in 2016, well below median 
wealth levels from before the Recession 
began in late 2007.”

“
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Types of Assets

Figure 32. 
Household Assets, Pennsylvania, 2017
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Vehicle Ownership



64 PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

Since many low-wage workers do not have 
strong credit ratings and cannot qualify for 
traditional low-cost loans, they are forced to 
use non-traditional, high-cost financing.”

“
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Homeownership

th 

ALICE households often cannot save enough 
for a down payment and cannot qualify for a 
traditional low-rate mortgage.”

“
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Investment and Retirement Assets

Figure 33. 
Retirement and Investment Income, Pennsylvania, 2007 to 2017
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•	

•	

According to the 2016 National Retirement 
Risk Index, 50 percent of American households 
are at risk of being unable to maintain their 
standard of living in retirement.”

“
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ACCESS TO CREDIT

nd
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Figure 34. 
Top Reasons Households Report for Being Unbanked, Northeast Region, 2017
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4%
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34%
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Other

Not Enough Money 
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Source: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 2018—National Survey Appendix

B
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.  

http://UnitedForALICE.org/consequences
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V.	THE IMPACT OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
ASSISTANCE

Measure 3 – The ALICE Income Assessment

AT A GLANCE: SECTION V
•	

•	

•	

categories. 

•	

•	

•	
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Figure 35. 
Households With Benefits Compared With ALICE Threshold, Pennsylvania, 2007 to 2017 
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THE ALICE INCOME ASSESSMENT 

•	

•	

•	

•	

http://UnitedforALICE.org/consequences


http://UnitedforALICE.org/methodology
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3.	Uneven funding or distribution of assistance: 

4.	Targeted assistance and services: 

The Special Case of Health Care 

Figure 37. 
Public and Nonprofit Assistance Per Household Below the ALICE Threshold, Pennsylvania, 2017 

Spending Per Household Below the ALICE Threshold, Pennsylvania

HEALTH CARE ASSISTANCE ONLY
ASSISTANCE EXCLUDING 

HEALTH CARE
TOTAL ASSISTANCE

$24,680

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2017; American Community Survey, 2017; National Association of State Budget Officers, 2018; Office of Management and Budget, 
2017; Pennsylvania Child Care Association, 2019; Urban Institute, 2012
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Housing 

th

Pennsylvania households below the 
ALICE Threshold fell 51 percent shy of their total housing need in 2017. Given that 

Child Care

there was still a 52 
percent gap, meaning that Pennsylvania’s households below the ALICE Threshold 
still had only half of what they needed to afford basic child care in 2017. 

Food

Pennsylvania’s households 
below the ALICE Threshold still fell 48 percent short of what they required to meet 
their most basic food needs in 2017. 
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Transportation

there was still a 52 percent gap in resources to meet the basic 
cost for transportation for all Pennsylvania households below the ALICE Threshold in 
2017. 

Taxes 

there 
remained a 49 percent gap in resources for all Pennsylvania households below the 
ALICE Threshold to meet the basic ALICE Threshold for taxes.

Assistance for Seniors
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HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

The Affordable Housing Gap

Housing Burden 

A common challenge is to find job 
opportunities in the same counties where 
there are affordable places for ALICE 
households to live.”

“
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Real Estate Taxes 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Average annual 
REAL ESTATE TAX in Pennsylvania

$2,138 26%

increase
from

2010-2017

Figure 41. 
Real Estate Taxes, Pennsylvania, 2017

2010 2017

51% 47%

Pennsylvania RENTERS who 
are HOUSING BURDENED 

decrease

2010 2017

27% 21%decrease

Pennsylvania OWNERS who 
are HOUSING BURDENED 

Figure 40. 
Housing Burden, Renters and Owners, 
Pennsylvania, 2017
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Education Resources

Average share of 3- and 4-year-olds 
enrolled in PRESCHOOL in Pennsylvania42%

Figure 42. 
Preschool Enrollment, 3- and 4-Year-Olds, 
Pennsylvania, 2017
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th th

th

th grade 

Health Resources
th

The percentage of uninsured people 
in Pennsylvania has decreased since 
2010 — from 10 percent down to 6 
percent in 2017.”

“
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Figure 44. 
Health Professional Shortage Areas and Households Below the ALICE Threshold, Pennsylvania, 2017

Pecent Below 
ALICE Threshold 

27% - 29%
30% - 33%
34% - 36%
37% - 39%
40% - 41%
42% - 45%
46% - 50%
51% - 55%

Health Care 
Facility Shortage

Health Professional 
Shortage Area

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2017; U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 2017—HPSA Find

20102010 2017

86% 91%

Share of under-65 population with 
HEALTH INSURANCE in Pennsylvania

increase

Figure 43. 
Health Insurance Coverage, 
Pennsylvania, 2017



85PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

THE OPIOID CRISIS IN PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
 

Pecent Below 
ALICE Threshold 

27% - 29%
30% - 33%
34% - 36%
37% - 39%
40% - 41%
42% - 45%
46% - 50%
51% - 55%

 

Overdose Deaths 
per 100k

0 - 18
19 - 42
43 - 93

Figure 45.  
Percent Below ALICE Threshold and Drug Overdose Death Rate, Pennsylvania Counties, 2017  

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2017; Pennsylvania Bureau of Health Statistics and Registries, 2018 
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The Social Environment 



87PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

Social Isolation  

Access to Technology
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Figure 46. 
Internet Access, Pennsylvania, 2017

24% 48% 4% 25%

Pittsburgh
Philadelphia

Allentown

Harrisburg YorkPittsburgh
Philadelphia

Allentown

Harrisburg York

Percent Below ALICE Threshold No Internet Percent Above ALICE Threshold No Internet

Source: American Community Survey, 2017

Voter Participation 

and Pittsburgh. Variation in voting is not 

2016 PENNSYLVANIA VOTERS with annual 
household income below $50,00038%

Figure 47.
Voter Turnout, Presidential Election, Pennsylvania, 2016



89PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

CONCLUSION
 Asset L Income C E ALICE

Household Survival Budget

ALICE Threshold

The ALICE Income Assessment

•	

•	

•	
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Millennials

Baby Boomers
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Growing Populations: Migration and Immigration

Figure 49. 
Population Inflows and Outflows, Pennsylvania, 2017
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Immigration

Implications of Demographic Trends
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Numbers of available caregivers: 

th

rd

Immigrants in the caregiving workforce: 

that one in four direct care 

The immigrant direct care 

Losing foreign-born direct care
workers at a time when the U.S. senior 
population is growing would both increase the 
cost and reduce the quality of care.”

“
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•	 Economic standing:

•	 Age extremes:
of disaster.

•	 Rural and urban communities:

•	 Special needs populations: 

•	 Housing quality: 

Future Jobs
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Figure 50. 
New Job Growth by Occupation, Pennsylvania, 2016 to 2026

Occupation 2016 
Employment

Annual
New 

Growth

2017 
Hourly 
Wage

Education or 
Training

Likelihood 
of Being 

Replaced by 
Technology

Combined Food Preparation & 
Serving Workers None

Registered Nurses

Personal Care Aides

Laborers & Freight, Stock & 
Material Movers None

Home Health Aides

Nursing Assistants Postsecondary 

Waiters & Waitresses None

Heavy & Tractor-Trailer Truck 
Drivers

Postsecondary 

Janitors & Cleaners None

Software Developers, Applications

Medical Assistants Postsecondary 

Cooks, Restaurant None

Construction Laborers None

General & Operations Managers

Accountants & Auditors

Maintenance & Repair Workers, 
General

Medical Secretaries

Hairdressers, Hairstylists & 
Cosmetologists

Postsecondary 

Licensed Practical & Licensed 
Vocational Nurses

Postsecondary 

Carpenters

Sources: BLS, 2017—Occupational Employment Statistics; BLS, 2017—Occupational Outlook Handbook; Frey & Osborne, 2013; Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor and Industry, 2016
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Predicting new occupations:

Ability to work with technology:
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Cost of and Access to Health Insurance
The dwindling power of Medicare and Medicaid:

sources of revenue. 

Figure 51. 
Enrollment in Medicare and Social Security, Pennsylvania, 2000 to 2026
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2,084 

2,490 

1,968 

2,283 
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2,184 

1,786 

2,091 
1,919 

Sources: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2000, 2007, 2010, 2014, 2017; Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2018—Medicare Enrollment 
Dashboard; Cubanski & Neuman, 2018; Social Security Administration, 2000, 2007, 2010, 2014, 2016
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Decreased availability of employer-sponsored health insurance: 

THE WEALTH–HEALTH GAP
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THE DENTAL HEALTH DIVIDE

Sources: American Dental Association, n.d.—Dentist Participation; American Dental Association, n.d.—Oral Health Well Being; Feinberg, 2015; Kaiser 
Family Foundation, 2018—Dental Care Health Professional Shortage Areas; National KIDS COUNT, 2019; Pennsylvania Department of Human 
Services, 2019—Dental Information; Pennsylvania Enrollment Service, 2019; Shartzer & Kenney, 2015; U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, 2019—Oral Health 
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Lack of Stable and Viable Employment

2

•	 Fewer barriers to employment: 

•	 Portable benefits: 

•	 Small business support:

•	 Employee participation: 



107PE
NN

SY
LV

AN
IA

  A
LIC

E R
EP

OR
T, 

20
19

•	 Lifetime employment: 

Gap Between Wages and Benefits 

3

Figure 53. 
Benefit Cliff for SNAP, Family of Four, Pennsylvania, 2017 
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Sources: American Community Survey, 2017; Household Survival Budget, 2017; Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, 2018—SNAP; Perez, 2018
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Access to credit: 

Private and public financial instruments: 

Systemic Bias 

5

For solutions to be effective, they must be as comprehensive and as interconnected as the problems 
are. 

fabric of their communities.



ALICE is a registered trademark of the United Way of Northern New Jersey.

© Copyright 2009–2019 United Way of Northern New Jersey. All rights reserved. 
No further use, copying, dissemination, distribution, or publication is permitted without the express written permission  

of United Way of Northern New Jersey. 


