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Pennsylvania’s Economy since 2001
• Brief, shallow recession March 2001 to November 2001
• Great recession hit PA in 2008-2009 – private jobs plummeted by 4%, with 

recovery of 1% or more in 10-11, 11-12, and 13-14. It is defined nationally as 
starting in December 2007 and lasting until June 2009. 

• From 2008-2014, net employment in the private sector increased by only .5% 
Among our 19 major industries, 10 added jobs and 9 lost jobs

• From 2007 to 2017, rural PA lost more than 96,000 jobs, while urban PA gained 
about 145,000 jobs. Across the country, rural jobs decreased by 2 percent while 
urban jobs increased by 8 percent

• Unemployment peaked in 2010, one year after the great national recession 
ended. We are just now getting to the point where unemployment is returning to 
pre-great recession levels in PA 

• After adjusting for inflation, average weekly wages increased 8 percent from 
2007 to 2017. In urban areas of PA, they increased only 3 percent. 
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US Network Campaign and Total CYS 2006-2016
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PA Campaign and other support 2001-2016
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US Network Donors CYS 2006-2016
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UW Donors in PA 2012-2016
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PA Campaign Per Capita 2002-2016

United Way of Pennsylvania
www.uwp.org7

$8.50

$9.00

$9.50

$10.00

$10.50

$11.00

$11.50

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015

PA - Campaign per capita

Campaign per capita



PA Campaign Per Capita 2016
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RUM in US network 2006-2016
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RUM in PA network 2003-2016 (Dollars)
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RUM in PA network 2003-2016 (% of campaign)
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